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PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 
 

The Girls Scouts of Northern California - Butano Camp (GSNC-BC) is an ~143.5-acre recreation forest 

property located two miles southeast of the town of Pescadero, in western San Mateo County. The 

property is entirely within the watershed of Butano Creek, which joins Pescadero Creek at its mouth 

and flows into the Pacific Ocean. Butano Creek forms most of the property’s northwest boundary. 

 

The property has a conservation easement agreement with Sempervirens (signed in 2012, see 

Appendix for a copy of this document) restricting additional building development and commercial 

timber harvesting. The conservation easement does allow for forest management to occur in the form 

of restoration forestry and practices associated with fuels reduction to reduce the risk of wildfire. 

 

General aspect is westerly, terrain varies from flat (near Butano Creek) to moderately steep (70% 

slopes) in the upland canyons. Elevations vary from 160 to 800 feet above sea level. Annual 

precipitation is 50 inches, and the frost-free period averages 319 days per year. 

 

Access from Highway 1 is easterly to Pescadero, thence southerly two miles to Cloverdale Road, 

thence easterly one mile on Canyon Road. All roads are public. 

 

The property is almost entirely forested. Redwood dominates the better sites, growing over an 

understory of tanoak, madrone, blue-blossum ceanothus, and big-leaf maple. Douglas-fir thrives on 

drier slopes and ridges with evergreen huckleberry and live-oak, the significant old growth 

component differentiates these woods from the “typical” Santa Cruz Mountain second-growth forest. 

 

80% of the forest is comprised of redwood; 20% is Douglas-fir. The timber stand is a three-

component forest: 

1. Unharvested old growth 

2. 130 -150-year-old second growth 

3. 60-70-year-old second growth 

4. Sprouts and poles resulting from the 1989 and 1991 Timber Harvest Plans 

 

The Parcel is zoned “Planned Agriculture District where forest management is considered a 

compatible use. 
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