
2015 CALIFORNIA FORESTRY CHALLENGE 
 

September 23 to 26 - Shasta 
October 14 to 17 – El Dorado 

November 4 to 7 – Santa Cruz 
October 7 to 10 – Sequoia 

November 18 to 21 – San Bernardino 
 

 
The California Forestry Challenge is an academic competition for high school students 
in technical forestry and current forestry topics.  Participants spend four days in the 
forest learning about the ecology and management of the forested landscapes that 
provide communities with water, recreational opportunities, and wood products. 
 

Highlights include: 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 

       

Field Training:  Forestry 

professionals spend time with the 
students familiarizing them with 
common tree species, forestry tools, 
and the use of identification keys.  
This training serves as a review of the 
“learning objectives” and associated 
resources available on the website. 

Field Test:  Working as a 2 to 5 person team, students complete a comprehensive 
field test, which includes identifying and measuring trees, analyzing stand data, 
and making forest management decisions.  The scores from the testing stations 

are combined, and become 60% of the team’s final score. 

“You have opened up a door for me that I never thought about.  During my three years of 
participating, I have learned that I love being outside and this is why next year I am studying 
Environmental Science in college.” -- Flor Aquino, Woodside High School  

 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 

      
 

         
 

                                                 

 

Focus Topic Fieldtrip:  Students are presented with a current focus topic and visit the 

forest to ask questions and collect data.  They use the information they collect to weigh in 
on the topic, often influencing the decisions made about managing the forest in the future.  
2014 focus topics included reforestation after a massive wildfire, forest management 
during a drought, and developing a Firesafe plan for one of the event host facilities. 

Presentation:  Guided by two consultation 
sessions with Registered Professional 
Foresters, students use all available information 
to put together a 15-minute presentation.  A 
panel of three judges scores the presentation, 
which is worth 40% of the final event score.  Top 
teams often make appearances at the CA Board 
of Forestry, CLFA, and the Sierra Cascade 
Logging Conference. 

A registration fee of $100 for Shasta and Sequoia, $115 for El Dorado, $150 for San 
Bernardino, or $165 for Santa Cruz includes food, 3 nights lodging, and an event t-shirt.  

For more information, call 530-417-1960 or visit www.forestrychallenge.org. 
PRE-REGISTER BEFORE MAY 31, 2015 AND RECEIVE A 50% DISCOUNT. 

“Kids should 
be fighting for 
spots in this 

event.” -- 
Teacher 

 

“This powerful program engages students in learning and practicing the skills of forest management.  
They learn from experts and compete with other school groups to propose the best plan to solve a 
specific problem.  Our students didn't want to leave when it was over!”  -- John Minkler, Teacher 

 

http://www.forestrychallenge.org/

